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All Saints December 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members and Friends of All Saints Parish, 

 

 In the Prologue to the Gospel of St. John we read, ñBut as many as received Him, to them 

gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His Nameé..ò (St. John 

1:12)  And the gift of this power to ordinary men and women in all walks of life is the history of the 

Church through the ages.  And the Season of Advent is the time when together we prepare ourselves 

to  receive Christ and to rejoice in Godôs great Gift to us at Christmastime. 

 Let us be careful that we do not take this Gift for granted.  It can easily happen.  Most of the 

commercial advertising for Christmas concentrates on Santa Claus and Rudolph and Frosty the  

Snowman.  Already we are hearing ñHappy Holidays!ò  Christôs name is ignored.  In that same  

Prologue to the Gospel, St. John writes:  ñHe came unto his own, and His own received Him not.ò  It 

does happen.  And we can get so busy doing so many things at this season that we can forget about 

what is most important. 

 Beginning with Father Abraham, Almighty God took over 2,000 years to prepare for the Event 

in the stable in Bethlehem that we celebrate at Christmas.  That was the Event that changed the world.  

And we have now less than four weeks to get ready for it!  But we have Godôs own assurance:  ñBut 

as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God.ò 

 As we at All Saints prepare to receive Christ, I would like to list some basic things we can all 

do together as a parish.  I know all of us have our own preparations to get 

ready for the Christmas season, and Christmas traditions that our families 

do together.  But in addition I hope that as a parish we can do together these 

three activities: 

 

 1. Follow the daily Bible readings that will be inserted in your 

  bulletin each week 

 2. Consider the meditations that will be in the insert 

 3. Pray the Collect for Advent and the Lordôs Prayer each day 

 

I know that it will take time during this busy season and some of us will 

have to give up activities like watching television to make time to do the 

three activities.  But for the unity of the parish, it is important.  God can use 

this devotion to continue to strengthen our parish and guide it. 

                     Wishing you a faithful preparation  

  for Godôs Gift to our parish,  

   

  Sincerely yours in Jesus Christ, 
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All Saints Church 
901-A New Warrington Road 
P.O. Box 4538 Pensacola, Florida 32507 
Church (850) 453-1422 
Rectory: (850) 932-0524 

 
Clergy 
The Rev. Hugh B. Hall, Jr., Rector 
 
Vestry 
Col. William C. White Jr.,  Senior Warden 
Mr. Don Konecny,    Junior Warden 
Mr. Newman Compton,             Senior Warden Emeritus 
Mrs. Linda Krueger  Secretary 
Mr. Alex Webster  Treasurer 
Mr. Charles Denison  Mr. Al Graf 
Mr. Robert James  Mr. Bob Schrader 
Mrs. Eileen Webster 

 
Lay Readers:   Charles Webster 
Acolytes:               Keith Stevens 
Organist:   Pat Senkow 

 
 

Altar Guild:   Jean Jongewaard 
St. Margaretõs Auxiliary:  Jean Curtis 
Flowers:   Robbie Graf 
Youth Education:  Nancy White / Susan Skinner 
Children Education:  Ann White /Gillian LõOrange 

 Schedule of  Services 
 

Sunday 8:00A.M. 
Holy Communion 
Youth Bible Study 

Nursery Open 
 

Sunday 9:15A.M. 
Adult Bible Study 
Youth Bible Study 

 

Sunday 10:30A.M. 
Morning Prayer 

Youth Bible Study 
Nursery Open 

 

Thursday 10:00 A.M. 
Holy Communion 

Bible StudyñBook of  John 
 

Sunday 
8:05 A.M. WCOA, 1370 AM  

Today at All Saints 
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Donõt forget to sign 

up to be a 

coffee hour 

hostess for 

the 

months of   

December,  January 

and February 

Rector Search  
Committee 

 

      If you have the name of a qualified 

candidate  that you would like to be 

considered for the position of Rector 

or Associate Rector at All Saints 

Church, please contact one of the   

following members on the committee:  

Bob James, Eileen Webster, Ken and 

Faye Fulghum and Chuck Denison or 

Bill White (alternate). 

Thank you  
 

Your generosity is  

overwhelming.   

You have opened your hearts 

to help others in need as well 

as the  

animals in the shelters. 
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St. Margaretôs Auxiliary December 16 Meeting  

Features Drawing for Christmas Basket  
     St. Margaretôs will be holding a fund-raising raffle for a Christmas Basket at the 5th 

Sunday brunch this month .  The basket will be on display for three Sundays. You do not 

have to be present to win and the drawing will take place at the St. Margaretôs Christmas 

meeting on Tuesday, December 16th. 

     At the November St. Margaretôs Auxiliary meeting on Tuesday, November 18th Linda announced the 

news of Eileen and Charles Websterôs auto accident and they were included in our prayers. I hope by the 

time this report comes out you are both recovering nicely!  

     The meeting ensued with discussion on the new board which is as follows: President - Jean  

Curtis,, Vice-President - Dottie Bowne, Secretary - Linda Tillery, Treasurer - Lorraine McLeod.  Ada  

Covan has agreed to chair the Compassion Committee and also Kitchen Supplies. Well done Ada!  

     The doughnuts were lovely, Lorraine. And, thank you, ladies for the other nice snacks. A suggestion was 

made to aid Frieda, our Sunshine Lady, with a box located in the hall for donations of cards;  

anniversary, birthday, sympathy, etc. Parishioners, please, look in your cubbyholes to see if you can fill our 

box, thank you. 

     Our Christmas meeting will commence at 11 a.m. on December 16th in the Parish Hall. Ladies, come 

along and join in the carol singing and other festivities planned.  Particularly a Christmas luncheon catered 

by the board.  I will look forward to seeing you all there. 
   Jean Curtis 

Prayer Shawl Meeting Scheduled for December 2 
     

     Members of the Prayer Shawl Knitters met Tuesday, November 4th at 

the home of Lillie Dunson.  The group dedicated two  prayer shawls and 

two hats and scarfs.   

      

Lillieôs 13 year old son, Lane, enter-

tained the group with four songs on 

the piano.    

 

The next meeting for the group will be 

held at Betty Jo Savelleôs home on  

December 2 at 10:00 am.   

 

Join us in Christian fellowship to  

combine the love of knitting and  

caring for others into a prayerful  

ministry that reaches out to those in 

need of love, comfort, hope and peace.   
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Christmas Caroling  

 
 

 With the Christmas season fast approaching we will be sing-

ing carols. A favorite carol from all over the world is Silent Night. 

The words were written by a priest called Fr. Joseph Mohr in Mariap-

farr, Austria, in1816, and the music was added by his school teacher 

friend, Franz Xaver Gruber, in 1818, for the Christmas service at St. 

Nicholas church in Oberndorf, Austria. Fr. Mohr asked Franz Gruber 

to compose the melody with a guitar arrangement. It was several years 

later that Franz Gruber wrote an arrangement for the organ. Historians 

who have conducted research in recent years believe that Fr. Mohr 

wanted a new carol that he could play on his guitar.  

There is a legend associated with the carol that says, Fr. Mohr wanted 

the carol to be sung by the  children of the village at the midnight 

Christmas Eve service, as a surprise for their parents. But in the middle of practicing, the organ broke and not a note 

would come from it! So the children had to learn the carol only accompanied by a guitar. They learned the carol so well 

that they could sing it on its own without accompaniment. However, there are no records to indicate that a children's 

choir was involved or that the organ was broken!  

At Midnight Mass in 1818, Fr. Mohr and Franz Gruber sang each of the six verses with the church choir repeat-

ing the last two lines of each verse. Mohr set down the guitar arrangement on paper around 1820 and that is the earliest 

manuscript that still exists, it is displayed in the Carolino Augusteum Museum in Salzburg. There are a number of manu-

scripts of various 'Stille Nacht' arrangements that were written by Franz Gruber in later years. The original words of the 

song were in German and translated into English went: 

Silent night, Holy night, Bethlehem sleeps, yet what light, 

Floats around the heavenly pair; Songs of angels fills the air.  Strains of heavenly peace. 
 

The tradition of Christmas carols hails back as far as the thirteenth century, although carols were  

originally communal songs sung during celebrations like harvest tide as well as Christmas. It was only later that carols 

began to be sung in church, and to be specifically associated with Christmas. 

Carols suffered a decline in popularity after the Reformation in the countries where Protestant churches gained 

prominence (although well-known Reformers like Martin Luther authored carols and encouraged their use in worship), 

but survived in rural communities until the revival of interest in carols in the 19th century. Hymns Ancient and Modern 

1861-1874 included several carols. Isaac Watts, the ñfather of English hymnodyò, composed ñJoy to the Worldò which 

has become a popular Christmas carol even though it is widely believed that Watts did not write it to be sung only at 

Christmas. Charles Wesley wrote texts for at least three Christmas carols, of which the best known was originally enti-

tled  Hark! How All the Welkin Rings, later edited to Hark! the Herald Angels Sing. 

In England and other countries, such as Poland, Romania and Bulgaria, there is a tradition of Christmas caroling 

(earlier known as wassailing), in which groups of singers travel from house to house, singing carols, for which they are 

often rewarded with gifts, money, mince pies, or a glass of an appropriate beverage. Money collected in this way is now 

normally given to charity. 
Compiled by Jean Curtis 

Christmas Caroling will be 

held December 12 at 6:00 pm.  

Join the Youth Group for  an 

evening of caroling, hot co-

coa, and Pasta.   Meet at the 

Church Parish Hall. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0geu4zYaS9JpVABW2lXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTBzZGFyNWJvBHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0Y2NjVfOTE-/SIG=1j4dvm7ug/EXP=1227930456/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%253Fei%253DU
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Remembrance Day Celebrated  
 

 Mr. Reese Williams and Mr. W. C. Webster provided the display for the Remembrance Day Service 

held November 9, 2008 in the All Saints Parish Hall.  Members of the Boy Scouts and Mrs. Tom Skinner 

opened the service with the posting of the colors.  Mr. Newman Compton assisted with the display and  

service.  Refreshments were served after the service. 


