
  Rectorõs Message:    Pentecost 2008 

 

     All Saints Acorn  

Dear Members and Friends of All Saints Parish, 
 

            On the Day of Pentecost there were two outpourings of the 
Holy Spirit.  One outpouring involved about 120 people.  The 
other, about 3,000 people.  There are differences between the 

two events, and the  differences are important. 
 

                                                              It seems that the group of 120 would have included the nucleus   
  of the apostles, without Judas Iscariot, plus a wider fellowship of 
others, many of whom had been with Jesus from the beginning.  The Gospel of St. 
Matthew speaks of Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joses and 
�W�K�H���P�R�W�K�H�U���R�I���=�H�E�H�G�H�H�¶�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�������6�W�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�����6�W�����0�D�U�N���D�Q�G���6�W�����/�X�N�H���D�O�O���V�S�H�D�N���R�I��
the women who came from Galilee to minister to Jesus.  Many of these, I believe, 
were in Bethany at the time of the Ascension �² along with Mary, Martha, Lazarus, 
Simon the Leper and the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, one named 
Cleopas.   
 

�,�W���Z�D�V���W�K�L�V���J�U�R�X�S���R�I�������������,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�����Z�K�R���³�Z�H�U�H���D�O�O���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���D�F�F�R�U�G���L�Q���R�Q�H���S�O�D�F�H�´������
�$�Q�G���³�W�K�H�U�H���F�D�P�H���D���V�R�X�Q�G���I�U�R�P���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���D�V���R�I���D���U�X�V�K�L�Q�J���P�L�J�K�W�\���Z�L�Q�G���³�����D�Q�G���³�F�O�R�Y�H�Q��
�W�R�Q�J�X�H�V���O�L�N�H���D�V���R�I���I�L�U�H�´�������³�$�Q�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���D�O�O���I�L�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���*�K�R�V�W�´���D�Q�G���E�H�J�D�Q��
to speak in other languages.  This part of Pentecost is the part with which we are 
most familiar, but there is another part.   
 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, St. Peter preached a powerful sermon, and many who 
�K�H�D�U�G���K�L�P���D�V�N�H�G�����³�:�K�D�W���V�K�D�O�O���Z�H���G�R�"�´�����$�Q�G���6�W�����3�H�W�H�U���U�H�S�O�L�H�G�����³�5�H�S�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���E�H�� 
baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and 
�\�H���V�K�D�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H���J�L�I�W���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���*�K�R�V�W���´�������$�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������������U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G������
�³�7�K�H�\���J�O�D�G�O�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G���D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���E�D�S�W�L�]�H�G���´�����1�R�W�L�F�H���W�K�D�W���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���L�V���V�D�L�G��
about the sound of a mighty wind or cloven tongues as of fire, but what this  
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���V�W�U�H�V�V�H�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���T�X�L�H�W�H�U���Z�R�U�N�V���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W�������³�$�Q�G���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G��
�V�W�H�D�G�I�D�V�W�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�¶���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�����D�Q�G���L�Q���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���E�U�H�D�G�����D�Q�G��
�L�Q���S�U�D�\�H�U�V���´�����7�K�H�V�H���Z�R�U�N�V�����W�K�H���5�H�Y�����-�R�K�Q���6�W�R�W�W���V�D�\�V�����D�U�H���W�K�H���P�R�U�H���Q�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�N�V��
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church.  In fact, John Stott goes so far as to say, 
�W�K�D�W���W�K�H���J�L�I�W���R�I���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W���W�R���W�K�H�����������³�Z�D�V���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���H�Y�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�Y�L�Q�J���F�D�U�H�H�U���R�I��
�-�H�V�X�V���´�����,�W���L�V���X�Q�U�H�S�H�D�W�D�E�O�H�����D�V���X�Q�U�H�S�H�D�W�D�E�O�H���D�V���W�K�H���6�D�Y�L�R�X�U�¶�V���G�H�D�W�K�����U�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G��
�D�V�F�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���S�U�H�F�H�G�H�G���L�W���´�����2�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���K�D�Q�G�����³�W�K�R�V�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���'�D�\���R�I��
�3�H�Q�W�H�F�R�V�W���D�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���3�H�W�H�U�¶�V���V�H�U�P�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���W�\�S�L�F�D�O���R�I���D�O�O���V�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�U�V���´ 
 

Today, I believe, as with the 3000 who were converted on that Day of Pentecost, 
�Z�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���+�R�O�\���6�S�L�U�L�W���D�V���W�K�D�W���S�R�Z�H�U���W�R���³�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���V�W�H�D�G�I�D�V�W�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H�� 
�D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V�¶���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S�����L�Q���W�K�H���E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J���R�I���E�U�H�D�G�����D�Q�G���S�U�D�\�H�U�V���´���� 
Let us pray that this quiet power of the Holy Spirit may be renewed in us at All 
Saints Church this Pentecost.  
                            Sincerely 
yours in Christ Jesus,   
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Tom Brooks  
 
March 30, 2008, All Saints 
Church voted to extend a 
call to Reverend Tom 
Brooks as the Associate 
Rector of Outreach for an 
initial period of 12 months, 
beginning 1 September, 
2008.   
 
Because of his present  
commitment to St. George 
Church and personal  
issues, Reverend Brooks is 
unable to accept the call at 
this time. 
 
Although the door is still 
open , All Saints Church 
will continue to work with 
Bishop George Conner  in 
our search for an Associate 
Rector.   

Bill White 


